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1 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may
spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered
from wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will
strengthen you and protect you from the evil one. 4 We have confidence in the Lord that you
are doing and will continue to do the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts
into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.

God faithfully delivers, defends, and directs those who work to advance the gospel
So believers can persevere with prayerful confidence

Deliver
Acts 17: 1-10
1 When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came
to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom, Paul went into
the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3
explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I
am proclaiming to you is the Messiah,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and
joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent
women.
5 But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the
marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in
search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd.[a] 6 But when they did not
find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers before the city officials, shouting:
“These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, 7 and Jason
has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there
is another king, one called Jesus.” 8 When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials
were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go.
10 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea.

Defend
2 Timothy 1:12
12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I
have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until
that day.

Direct

Application
1. Persevere
2. Pray
3. Partner


